
 

 

 

(Left)Tripp and Tenley Drieling build a moat for “science class”.  (Middle) Henry, Myles, Rylee, Gavin and Dagny Anderson 
meet together for their “homeschool.”   (Right) Gary Brennemann feeds a bucket calf in “ag class.”   
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HOMESCHOOL FOR ALL 
By Zach McAbee 

As many of you know Hyannis Area Schools have 
been closed since March 15th due to Covid-19. The school, as 
well as many schools throughout the country, have been 
assigning students online courses so their students don’t get 
behind.  Some students have enjoyed the online atmosphere 
because their time is more flexible and they are able to help 
out with calving or other family projects.  They can get their 
work done in a short period of time and then have enough time 
for other things such as riding horses, jumping on the 
trampoline, golfing, watching movies, leatherwork, and 
playing games. 

Some students like me, struggle with procrastination 
and would prefer a classroom setting.  It is hard to get myself 
motivated to do school work when I am not in an environment 
where there are teachers to keep me going.   One of the 
drawbacks about homeschooling is that the students miss their 
friends. Many of them can talk to each other on their phones 
but it isn’t quite the same as talking to them in person. As our 
school closure has been extended to May 1st, students will 
improve their online skills and continue to enjoy their 
discretionary time.  
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BAILEY NAMED MNAC SPEECH 
CHAMPION 
By Gavin Anderson 

 
On March 9th, 2020, the Mid Nebraska 

Activities Conference Speech Competition was held at 
Hyannis High school. Our own Hyannis team members 
include Ami Evans, Juliana Merrihew, Zeek Heaton, 
Emily Gentry, Kaylee Davis, Gideon Heaton, Jade 
Phillips, Sydney Rath and Shanna Bailey. Individually, 
Gideon Heaton performed a humorous speech. As for 
placings, Rath placed 5th in extemporaneous. Phillips 
and Bailey performed a duet and got 5th, Gentry placed 
4th in informative, Davis placed 4th in the persuasive 
division. Both Heatons performed a duet together and 
got 4th. Evans, Merrihew, Gentry, and both Heatons 
performed an oral interpretation of drama, or OID, 
together and placed 3rd. Zeek Heaton placed 3rd in 
entertainment, Gentry placed 2nd in poetry, and Bailey 
placed 1st in serious prose. Unfortunately, due to recent 
developments with the COVID-19 crisis, aka the 
coronavirus, both the district and state speech 
competitions have, as of right now, been canceled. We 
congratulate everyone on their accomplishments this 
season and hope for the best in the future! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jade Phillips (left) and Shanna Bailey(right) perform 
their duet, Swipe Right 
 

 

THE END OR JUST THE 
BEGINNING? 
By. Liam Kostman 
 

On March 3, 2020, the Hyannis Longhorn 
boys basketball team squared off against the St. 
Mary’s Cardinals facing some health problems. 
Hyannis lost their last game by a score of 74-42. 
We are proud of the Longhorns especially because 
the last time the boys played a sub-state game was 
2002. The Longhorns had a great season finishing 
15-7. Only losing one senior, Brock Nollette, the 
Longhorns hope to be competing down in Lincoln 
next year. The Longhorns are a young team with 
two freshmen, two sophomores, two juniors, and a 
senior getting the majority of the playing time, and 
the rest of the team is competing hard to move up a 
couple of spots on the roster. We are honored to 
play with a great senior like Brock and what he has 
taught us. We wish him success in the future. Great 
job Longhorns!  

 
The Longhorns come together for a word before 
tip-off. 
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GOLF TEAM CHALLENGES 
COACHES TO A TOURNAMENT  
By Jhet Holthus  
 

On March 9, the golf team played a 
tournament against their coaches. The team had one 
goal and that was to beat the coaches. Team one was 
made up of Jhet Holthus, Zachary McAbee, and Wyatt 
Hebbert. Team two was made up of Brock Nollette 
and Ethan Haney. Coach Lenz and Coach Spurlin 
made up the third team and were very confident at the 
start. It was a windy day and we had many challenges 
ahead of us. Everyone battled for first place and 
played to the best of their ability. At the end of the 
day, we had a tie for first place. Team one and the 
coaches tied. The team thought we should have a 
tie-breaker but the coaches were so worn out that they 
knew they couldn’t handle the pressure. At the end of 
the day, we all had fun and that’s what matters most. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

MARCH QUIZ BOWL RESULTS 
By BJ Jamison 
 

The high school quiz bowl team competed at the 
MNAC Quiz Bowl tournament at Halsey Forest, March 
2nd.  During this tournament, the team played two 
rounds of double elimination.  The team competed with 
much effort but sadly did not bring home any medals.  

The junior high quiz bowl team competed in 
Mullen, March 9th and received 8th place in that 
tournament.  The quiz bowl teams are coached by Mrs. 
Morrell.  Their season was cut short due to the school 
closure.  Great job representing Hyannis. 

 L to R: Jade P., Kaylee D., Rylee A., Emily G., Syndey R.,, 
Juliana M., Ami E., and Jax A.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
L to R: Cash D., (back) Rylee A, (front) Parker P., 
Trevor K.,  Elle R., and Ben C. 
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DANCING THE NIGHT AWAY 
By Montana Duffield   
 

On March 6th grades 7-12 gathered and 
danced the night away in the high school commons 
area. The FFA chapter was in charge of the 
Sweethearts Dance and royalty. It was a 
long-awaited dance as it had been canceled 
previously and the date had to be moved ahead. 
There were decorative lights and a nice backdrop 
for pictures. The royalty was announced at 7:00 pm. 
Brock Nollette and Shanna Bailey were crowned 
king and queen with Sydney Rath as the attendant. 
Friends and couples took pictures underneath the 
FFA SweetHearts Dance sign. Then the dance was 
at full roar. Brock and his girlfriend Kara were the 
DJ’s for the dance.  They did a fabulous job setting 
the mood to get our groove on.  Students had a fun 
time movin’ and shakin’ to the beat.  Thanks to the 
FFA for sponsoring the 2020 Sweethearts Dance.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Sweethearts Dance Royalty:  King Brock Nollette 
and Queen  Shanna Bailey 

 

NEW STAFF FOR FALL 2020 
By Mrs. Provost 

 
Hyannis Area School is fortunate to have an 

outstanding faculty.  We are sad to say good-bye to 
Mrs. Lenz, Mr. Gould, and Miss Clear.  After 36 years 
of teaching, with the last 5 years at Hyannis, Mrs. 
Lenz is retiring from teaching.  Mr. Gould will be 
teaching in Shelby, Nebraska moving him closer to 
family.  He has taught for 11 years with 6 being in 
Hyannis.  Miss Clear’s bubbly personality won the 
2nd grade hearts during her first year of teaching. 
After this school year, Miss Clear will begin 
employment at the West Plains Grain Elevator.  She 
says, “It has been a great pleasure working at Hyannis. 
I will truly miss my co-workers and students!” We 
wish  Mrs. Lenz, Mr. Gould, and Miss Clear  success 
in their future endeavors.  We are grateful for their 
time and dedication to Hyannis. 

 Daniel Schroer has been hired to teach 7-12. 
Daniel will be serving as the head football coach and 
junior high football, basketball and track coach. 
Daniel is certified to teach Math and PE.  He grew up 
in Lawrence - Nelson, was an assistant coach at Axtel 
and was an assistant coach at Dundy County Stratton 
last season and helped lead them to the Class D1 State 
Semifinals. 

Kenzie Brennan has been hired to teach 7-12. 
Kenzie will be involved with the Girls Basketball 
program and likely a few other coaching or 
sponsorships.  Kenzie is certified in Math and PE. 
Kenzie grew up on a ranch north of Ellsworth, went to 
school at Alliance & is finishing her degree at 
Chadron State, where she also finished playing her 5th 
year of college basketball. 

Joining our elementary team is Kelsey 
Channer.  She grew up in Arthur and comes from a 
family of teachers as her mom and dad have been long 
time teachers at Arthur County Schools. She 
completed her student teaching in the fall in Ogallala 
and will live on a ranch south of Hyannis.  
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SENIOR SPOTLIGHT  
SHANNA BAILEY 
By Monte Bailey 

Shanna Bailey will be a graduate from Hyannis High 
School in May of 2020. She is involved in many activities in 
and around the school. She competes in basketball, rodeo, 
FFA, Speech, and One-Act. Shanna has not quite decided 
where she wants to attend college just yet. She wants to major 
in Animal Science and minor in Animal Health. Shanna grew 
up 18 miles south of the very small town of Lakeside. She 
lives on a ranch with her family. She went to school there until 
she was in 1st grade. She then moved to Hyannis and enrolled 
in Hyannis Elementary school.  Ever since 2nd grade, she has 
been in Hyannis. Shanna finds that her motivation to succeed 
comes from those who are always encouraging her. From her 
basketball coach to her parents and teachers, she finds 
motivation with every activity she participates in. Her 
inspiration comes from her teammates. “I’ve never cared 
about winning, the most important thing to me is to see others 
improving and enjoying themselves,” says Shanna. Shanna 
helps with the junior high girls’ basketball team and really 
enjoys it. She feels that she learns the most when she helps 
others. She enjoys seeing the younger girls improve their 
skills, and become more confident.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Shanna Bailey smiles for her senior year. 

 
 

SENIOR SPOTLIGHT 
GIDEON KALE HEATON 
By Ezekiel D. Heaton 
 

Gideon has passions for a lot of things including 
football, wrestling, track, quickdraw, science, fine arts, 
and academics. He is amazing at all of these things. 
Gideon is also one of the smartest people I know, he 
excels in math and science especially. 

Gideon was born in Utah in 2002 on July 12, 
Then through moving quite a bit, he ended up here in 
2015. Gideon and his family of one brother, two sisters, 
and two parents all love living here.  

After high school, Gideon is planning on going 
to college to get a degree in mechanical engineering. He 
also might decide to get a degree in mechanics for cars. 
Gideon has always loved working on cars. After high 
school, he also plans to go on a mission for the Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints.   Good luck to 
Gideon.  We know he will be successful at whatever he 
does. 

 
Gideon Heaton is ready for the future.  
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STAYING SAFE AND HEALTHY! 
By Danielle Fattig 
 

It’s important for everyone to take health 
precautions to prevent the spread of COVID-19 
(Coronavirus). Some of these precautions include 
washing your hands often and coughing into your 
elbow. When washing your hands make sure you do 
it for a full 20 seconds. Doing this will help to not 
further the spread of germs and bacteria. It is also 
helpful to keep a safe distance of 6 or more feet 
from others and avoid going out in unnecessary 
circumstances.  

To keep yourself and others safe and healthy 
try to stay home if possible. Also, try to keep 
surfaces that are used often clean. Simply wiping 
down surfaces like the kitchen table and bathroom 
counter is a helpful tactic. Implementing these small 
changes can really make a difference in preventing 
the spread of the virus and other bacteria. We must 
all do our part to prevent this virus from spreading. 
Stay healthy out there everyone! 

 
Washing your hands is a simple and helpful tactic 
to stay safe and clean. 

 
 
 

 

LAUGHTER IS THE BEST 
MEDICINE 
By Ethan Haney 
 
“I think a new, different kind of bowling should be ‘carpet           
bowling.’ It’s just like regular bowing, only the lanes are made           
of carpet instead of wood. I don’t know why we should do            
this, we’ve got to try something!” 

- Jack Handey, “Deep Thoughts” 
 
“We started chanting, McDonald’s, McDonald’s,     
McDonald’s! And my dad pulled into the drive-thru, and we          
started cheering and then he ordered once black coffee for          
himself and kept driving.” 

- John Mulaney 
 
“America really is living in a crazy time right now. I mean you             
can’t go half a day without hearing about politics, and most of            
the time Republicans and Democrats can never agree on         
anything. But, there is one thing that keeps us all connected           
and patriotic at our core: going to the nearest Safeway and           
buying every cube of toilet paper you can see.” 

- Anonymous 
 
“According to most studies, people’s number one fear is         
public speaking. Number two is death… death is number two.          
This means to the average person, if you go to a funeral,            
you’re better off in the casket than doing the eulogy.” 

- Jerry Seinfeld 
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CALVING SEASON  
By Zane Gielissen 
 

With calving going on that means late nights 
and little sleep. Here in western Nebraska with all 
the snow, ranchers are still calving in all conditions. 
Calving can be fun with watching all the calves run 
around and play or just the enjoyment of calving.  

On March 19, we had a blizzard hit that we 
had to prepare for days before it happened. When 
we figured out this storm was going to hit us, we 
packed the barns full of straw and brought a few 
calves in for shelter.   We were ready for the worst 
and thankfully, we did not lose any calves. 

With our school being closed for the 
Coronavirus, students have been able to be home 
and help their families with calving.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COUNSELOR’S CORNER 
By Mrs. Zimmerman 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I don’t even know how to start this!  This 
COVID-19 has been something we will all remember for 
the rest of our lives.  I know that as a teacher, and a 
parent this will be a new learning environment for all 
kids. I have been told I am the best teacher, and then the 
next day told that school at home is no fun at all.  I know 
my own kids are not truly understanding why we are at 
home, but when they grow older they will know when 
they look back at this time it was what was best for 
them.  Remember school work is not the only way 
children learn, the environment they are in also has some 
of the best life lessons there are. 

Each and every student will remember this time 
in one way or another.  I hope that they know our school 
and myself as the school counselor are wanting what is 
best from them in their education and well being.  

May is right around the corner and we all know 
that means graduation and summer break.  There are still 
scholarships that can be applied for.  I will be working 
on getting students their schedules for next year in the 
next few weeks.  

Please if there is something I can help any 
students or parents with, email me at 
bobbizimmerman@hyannislonghorns.org. We are 
making history. 
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PRINCIPAL’S POST 
By Mr. Hawk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“Unchartered waters” is the phrase that has 
been said in nearly every Nebraska Department of 
Education meeting I have been a part of since the 
Covid-19 Virus Pandemic.  What a great way to describe 
what we are going through as a school, community, state 
and nation!  Truly we are all traveling into unchartered 
waters.  Every generation has a key historical event that 
they will remember what they were doing or where they 
were when it happened.  For my parent’s generation it 
was the assassination of President John Kennedy, for my 
generation the space shuttle Challenger exploding and 
for today’s young people the Covid-19 Virus pandemic, 
although not an event at a moment of time, it is 
something that will be memorable enough that they will 
tell grandchildren and great grandchildren about.  

As parts of our nation are ravaged by this virus, 
other parts remain basically unaffected.  The state of 
New York has announced multiple days of more than 
100 deaths/day and a health care system that is being 
overrun with patients, with resources being exhausted 
and in our world, it really is business as usual.  I know 
that some may believe schools are overreacting, but I 
would much rather look back 6 months from now and 
say “well we probably over reacted and Covid-19 really 
ended up not being much,” versus “we sure did not do 
enough to keep our students and community safe.”  

One fear I have of these unchartered waters is 
that we are not focusing enough on fears and anxieties 

that our children may have.  I was a child of the Cold 
War era and was extremely anxious about a nuclear war 
breaking out at any point.  When I was a 4th grader we 
had a member of the Air Force come to speak to our 
school and it was then that he told everyone that in a 
nuclear war the first target the Soviet Union would have 
would be Omaha, Nebraska.  He also announced that my 
hometown (Orchard) would be in the kill radius of the 
bomb.  From that point on I was very anxious and scared 
about a nuclear war.  I’m sure some of our kids are 
anxious, wondering why they cannot go to school. 
Please take the time to talk to them about the news, 
much of the information that is coming from the media 
can be scary to hear even if you are an adult.  Mrs. 
Zimmerman and I would be glad to visit individually 
with your child if you feel there is a need. 

Finally, I want to thank the community and 
parents for being so supportive during these unchartered 
waters.  This event, like all others in education, will 
succeed or fail depending on how well parents and the 
school work together.  I am so proud of our teachers!  In 
very little notice they completely transformed how they 
will deliver education and their entire instructional 
practices were modified.  The innovation and creativity 
that has been displayed over the last few weeks is 
nothing short of amazing.  What an amazing group of 
professional educators we are blessed to have here at 
Hyannis Area Schools.  As we continue through these 
unchartered waters we are in this together and we will 
get through this together. Life will return to normal and 
we will all be more thankful for the normal American 
way of life that is often taken for granted. 

3RD QUARTER HONOR ROLL 
Gideon Kale Heaton 
Kaylea Doggett 
Gavin  Anderson 
Danielle Fattig 
Rylee Anderson 9 
Ezekiel Heaton 
Juliana Merihew 
Cash Davis 
Gary Brennemann 
Parker Provost 
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